There is an opereration of great importance that I have never seen discussed before in our societies, or alluded to in the professional literature, that I would like to call attention to. That is the reckless sacrifice of tooth substance in devitalized teeth. By some of the old operators we have been instructed when opening dead teeth to cut freeh, and to make the opening large, so we can see into every part of the cavity, and in many instances drill out the individual root canals, removing solid dentine from the best part of the crown of the tooth, unnecessarily weakening the tooth in the place where it should have the most stiength, burring it out to the extent of one-eighth of an inch or more in diameter.
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In many instances these roots are filled with cotton, and this cavity is filled full of whatever material is used, leaving only a thin, frail shell of dentine between the filling and the enamel. Soon follows the breaking down of these walls, by the 
